A TRIBUTE TO RENE GACHNANG
As one of the five founding members of the OWC in 1982,  in recognition of his 80th birthday and his contributions to the carving world and the Club, an informal tribute was paid to Rene at the Club’s January 9 meeting.

Born January 8, 1928 in Aigle, Switzerland, Rene’s first language was French. Trained as a plumber, he went on to learn German and English. Emigrating to Canada in 1951 with his wife Esther, they had four children – one boy and three girls. 

Rene built his own house in Kirk’s Ferry, Quebec and in addtion to his job as a plumber, he took up bee keeping as a hobby. 

Retiring at 55, Rene began carving as a hobby. He has carved a violin, a clock (including all the internal gears, etc.) and many, many birds and ducks. 
As the type of person who, when he needed something he made it, he made his own bandsaw. At one point he asked one of the original five for a pencil sharpener. He took it apart, used the two sharpening rollers inside and made a grinding tool to remove wood fast and aggressively. 

Rene is also a teacher of merit. He taught woodcarving at the Hull Seniors club for many years. He was also Gilles Henry’s first teacher in 1982. In the beginning,Thursday evenings at Rene’s home were spent learning to carve a loon. Rene believed he could only teach the basics and beyond that one learned by “carving, carving, carving”. 
Rene has attended the monthly meetings since the beginning and has rarely missed. He enjoys the company of other carvers and all of us enjoy his company and his friendship.

Happy Birthday Rene. 
A small collection of Rene’s carvings are available by clicking on the following link:

Rene and his carvings
